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he of, 75 
elf, te 14 olemn ol in 4 
from the 55 7 0 I had ſ lit 15 17 47 — 
more Publick, that 1 cannot e your requeſting 
it might be Publiſh 4 in Print to any Thing 75 but 
that Partialiiy of Favour wherewith Tow bad always. 
accepted and encouraę d ny Labours among you. But 
whatever might be the Occaſion of your Requeſt, I am 
ſure I ought to comply with it, unleſs I ſboud have 
dſregarded all 1 5 Obligations which are wont to 
make the deepeft Inpraſſons in boneft Minds. Accord- 
ne to your Deſire 122 I now preſent you from 
the Preſs, with that plain Diſcourſe with which you 
were 7 7 'd to declare your ſelves ſatisfy'd when it 
"ay pronounc'd from the Pulpu : And if, according to 
l le fin: ere Iyention 45 it, ut oF be any way infiru- 
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amongſt you, and 4 a ft 1 2 cal 1 for the an and _ 
rant Truths '7 it; 1. ſhall very bumbly.'and beartily 

. ble God, 4 ſhall TVS my ſelf exceeding happy that 
ni hu Pleas d him to enable me in any Meafurt to pro- 
mote your Spiritual _ Intereſts; the Ad ee of 
which I ſhall always thin my felf oblig d to endeavour, 
as well upon Account of that Sacred Relation ] once 
bad the Honour 10 hear towards you, us of the ſingular 
e and Good - will * experience d at your 
Hande, und thoſe many Obligations you haue heap d 
upon me. And I take. i 0 ene F making my 
publick Acknowledgments, and returning you my bum- 
bleſt Thanks for them. I ſhall, never fail iso he ſeech 
the Father of Mercier to beſtow on you 5 race 
and every Bleſſing 'with which he loves to diſtinguiſp and 
reward his 25 ul Servants : Io protect and enlarge 
yonr Commerce, to bleſs all your Labors, iani 10 ton- 
zinue that Harmony and mutual Friendſty among your 
Fo by which you hade 0. N done 455 bur to the 
Englifh'Chyrch and Nation; and after. he Hall habe 
condutttd jou by bis good Prbbidents through "ll the 
Changes und Chances g of this Mortal Lift, ih boflow up- 


on you that Crown of Life which faden 0 1 
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4 6a: e thee 4 Grown £ Life. okt el 9 
7 04: 16 le forego og warl 07 ee "a 7 [ 
d — T | Has been thoaghtBy' ſore, "emi 

4 FR theſs' Seven Admonitory Epifties 

4 Re which” our Lord vouchſaf d to 

b orte to the Churches of Ale. 

2 by the Hands of 'the' great Apoſtle 

e and Dodtor of that Country, St. Jobe; 0 


„ wyſtically contain 10 them 'a Repreſentati ion of 
the State fo Condition of the univerfal Chareh = 
c throughout all Ages. Howſoevet® this be, 41 
„certain that when the Circumſtances! of 4 
„ Chriſtian Church ſhall come to reſemble the 
. of any one of tlieſe ancient AMiatie Churches, 
I thenis ſhe to think, that 4obur the Spirit bers 
{or 10 che Churches, does more near y concern 
er ſelfz and colfiderits theAdmoritionswhich 
the Faithful ani true Witneſs\does here give to 
them, ſheimay apply all to her on Inſtrudi- 
on, or Exhortatlon, or Comfort." With this 
V ion therefore, and this bats perhaps, the 
laſt. Opport Opportunity Which I ſhall Wome 7 of ſpeaks. 


ing to 2 ou from this Place, I have at e this 
ſen to „ to youwon this Porti- 
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on of the Epiſtle to the Church of Smyrna. 
Ihe Circumſtances of this C | 


Eniſtian Church, at leaſt of the Reer 
Church in it, being not much unlike to what 
they were in the Days of St. ohn; for as it 
was then, on all Sides, encompaſs d with, Ene- 
mies and Rlaſphetners of their Holy Faith, fo 
it is now. It may not be proper to be more 
particular, to draw any nearer Parallel, or to 
ſhew the reſpeſtive Agreement or Differences 


* ws 


(ſed be, God, one remarkable Difference 


there is, That the Faithful ate nqt now” ex- 


N been the 21 16 t and the felent State. On. | 
ly, ble 


aſſaulted their Predeeeſſors ; that the Prafeſſion 
of the Gofpel is not now undet ſuch ſevere Dil 
couragements, as it was them: Theſe therefore 


myſt be left: out of the preſent Account; and 


the Exhortation of the Text to Conſtaney and 


Faith fulneſs, in the Profeſſion and Practice of 


the Goſpel, which has an immediate Regard 


to thoſe Perſecutions which this Church was 
to ſuffer from the Heathen, is now to be eonſi: 


der'd as reſpecting the Snares of Perſuaſion, of 


Deceit, and evil Example, to which our Faith 


and Virtue may be expos d, and which arg al- 


moſt as powerful Engines to ſhake Men's Con- 

of the Paths of Truth and Holineſs, as even Per- 
ſecution itſelf, To all which we are togppoſe 

the Exhortat ion of the Text, Be thou faithful! 
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ſt will gius ws a Crowh 
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1 The Exbortation, Be. bet Baule 105 
„een e eee e erat 
I. The A 


rgument cd 10 bur by | 
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1. Then, The Exkoitation ine to Cons 
fancy or Faithfulgeſs in che ctas 7 Relight 


Where we axe to conſiderr, 10 (005 | 


ift, The Co or 1 aithfalneſs it ell, by | 
which we are here exhorted.- 


24%, The Degree of this Conftancy te 
great It ought to be ; that we are by no Confs: 
&ratiohs, not even by the Fear of Deatli ie 
elf, to be rener d from it 7 * thou Fairlfid 
eto Death. 13 2009 

1ſt, The Conflancy it fel; 5 B. chor Faith. 
ful, It may be here bers d. that the Word 
Feithful — Two Senſes in the New Teſta- 


ment; in one of which it regards Faich or Belief: 
in which Senſe a' Faithful Man is the ſame a: 


believer : In the other, it regards Faithfultieſt 

or Fidelity; in which Senſe our Lord uſes it, 

Matth. 25. 21. Well done, thou good and faith: 

ful one. they "And St. Paul fays of himſelf. 

Tin. 1. 12. That our Lord 9 5 
| att 


| 


add Engagements, becauſe: it fiiequi 


8 . Aa Frewel SER NMR. 
| Faithful 4 chat is, a Perſon of Fidelity, fut bin 


- into be Minift 1 his is the Signification in 
which it is here us d, Be thou Faithful; that 
is, do thou practice Fidelity. Now this \Fide- 
lity may be defin'd by an Adherence to our 
Promiſes; or a Faithful Performance bf all thoſe 
Duties and Obligations which we lie under, by 


our-own: Promiſes and Engagements. For 2 


Man is not properly ſaid tol-beutifairtiful in 


thoſe Omiſſions wherein his own perſonal Pro- 
miſes and Engagements are not concern d. [ 


. 5 happens, 

that the very Nature of A Man's Office or Rm. 
ployment, or State of Life, obliges him and 
thar in Faithfalneſe, to perform many Things, 
to which he is not bound by ariy expreſs Pro- 
wiſe. But Conftancy in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is here expreſsd by Faithfulneſs: or Fi. 
delity ; becauſe we are oblig'd to it by our 
pwn. ſolemn; Vows and Promiſes, when we 
took the. ſacred Character of a Chriſtian upon 
us; or by our\ Baptiſmal Vow. The Exhor- 
tation therefote to Fidelity obliges us, 1/7, To 
tho. conſtant Profeſſion 'of che Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. | 2dly, To the Performance of all the 
Duties incumbent on a Chriſtian. For it is a 
yery mean Degree: of Fidelity, barely to pro- 
feſs our ſelves Chriſtians, while we neglect 
eſteem d a very unfaithful Servant, who tho 
he profeſſes Obedience to hia Maſter; does jr 
„„ ; | make 


— 
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nake;n0-Conſcience of diſobeying him. If _ 5 
wou'd be Faithful therefore, we mult both pro- — 
fels and practiſe as becomes Chriſſians. . | 
Our Fidelity then is to be ſhewn "Fixſt, In ö 4 
the Profeſſion of tlie Goſpel : And this in Op- 
politiots both to Defection or Apoſtacy from 
Chriſtianity in General, and alſo to falling off 
from the Profeſſion of any great and important 
Truths of it. For Chriſtianity in general, 
- MW compounded or made up of a great many parti. 
[ el Truths: If therefore, when Intereſt or 
„Convenience ſhall require it, we are at liberty 
„to rendunce any of theſe particular Truths, by i 
| WE the ame Rule we may renounce the whole 8 i" 
Chriſtianity likewiſe ; and it is ridiculous to a 
talk of retaining the hole, while wre diſown 
ay of the Parts which conſtitute it. We muſk 
therefore, upon all proper Occaſions, make 


r open Profeſſion of every Chriſtian Doctrine, 
e 2nd never do or fay any Thing winch may 
1 W amount. to a Renunciation of way © one of 


them. : 

10 Then, e airhfully and Sb 
to profefs the Goſpel in General: For the very 
outward Profeſſion is, by St. Faul, Rom. 10. g., 
requir'd as neceffary to Salvation. If, ſays he, 
thou ſhals confeſs wich thy mouth, and believe 
in thine heart chat. God bath raisgd ap Feſus 
from the u, thou ſbalt be ſaued. And again | 

at the next: Verſe; For iich tba beast man be- 1 

wech unto 3 an vd the — _ 


* 
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confeſſion is made unto ſalvation. This Apoſtle, 
Ve ſee, eſteemꝭd the outward Profeſſion, as well 
as the inward Belief, neceſſary to obtain the Crown 
of Life. IL confeſs a great deal of Caution and 
prudent Moderation is requir'd, that we do not 
needleſly exaſpemte Men, or provoke them to 
outrage. both our Faith and our ſelves, with- 
out any rational Proſpect of doing them an 

good. But to renounce our Faith n Caloplat 


ſance, and turn Apoſtates for Company, is the 


Part neither of a Chriſtian nor a Man, and be- 
trays a want of Generoſity as well as of Faith- 
fulnefs,'; How fooliſh and ridiculous a Thing 
is it then, for Men to talk of retaining Chri- 
| ſtiavity in their Hearts, while they renounce 
it with their Mouths? And this barefac'd Hypo- 
criſy, this miſerable Shuffle, it is frequently 
ſieen that Carnal Men wou'd willingly atop 
the World ; who would fain excuſe their Apo- 
ſtacy by telling us, That notwithſtanding the 
Company they keep, their Hearts are ſtill with 
us, and that they really reverence the Banner 
of Chriſt, Waugh they follow the Tents of 


Antichriſt. But let theſe Men know, That 


Hach u . whofoever ſball deny Chrift before 
wen 5s. Nen, him will Chriſt deny before 
bis Fat ber, and the Haly Angel. 

And as ſome are thus ready to juggle them- 

ſelves out of the Profeſſion of the Goſpel ; .o 

there are not wanting others, who endeavour to 

perſuade us to throw off the Whole — » 

„ 88 <Q | 1ne 
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The Atheiſt is ſo far from believing the Goſpel 
to be a Divine Inſpiration, or the Preacher of it 
a Teacher ſent from God, that he does not ſo 
much as believe that there is any God at all, 
either to inſpire the one: or to ſend the other: 
And he is not wanting to ſcoff at and infult the 
Ignorance and Weakneſs, as he calls it, of them 
who believe in or: feverence ſuch a Being. 
But unleſs all our Faculties are deeeiv'd, unleſs 
the Wiſdom and Diſcernment of Mankind be 
downright Madneſs and Delirium; if we can 
be certain of any Thing, we are certain that 
the Foundation of our Faith, in this Particu- 
Jar, is as firm and unſhaken as the Pillars of 
Heaven and Earth. It cannot be expected, that 
in a Diſcourſe of this Nature, wherein ſo ma- 
ny other Particulars are to be handled; I ſhould 
minutely, and at large, deduce any one Argu- 
ment to this Purpoſe; but I will briefly ſug- 
geſt to you ſuch Heads, as a very moderate Ca- 
pacity may improve into a ſolid and invincible 
Demonſtration of the Being of a God. For 
firſt, it is evident that Something is or does ex- 
iſt; and that Nothing, or à Negation of all Be- 
ing, cannot produce any Thing Whence it 
follows, by infallible Conſequence, that Some- 
thing muſt have exiſted from all Eternity; be- 
cauſe if we ſuppoſe any Period, wherein No- 
thing at all did exiſt, there cou'd not now be 
any Thing, ſince Non- entity cannot produce 
any Thing. Next, it is apparent that ſome 
4 | LOOT EY oY x 5 B 2 $75 198 | things | 
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gother Haunſt likewiſe derive all that is in or 


muſt be the Original of all Power too; and 


ception and Thought; there was therefore a 
Thought likewiſe is Eternal: Now if there 


no more make or create a thinking Being, than 


nal Being is therefore moſt wiſe, as well as 


By ſo eaſy a Progreſs do we aſcend to the 
Knowledge of our Maker. When we have 


laid it out before us in its utmoſt Extent, we 
{hall find it to carry an irreſiſtible Weight with 
it; and ſhall be no more capable of 0 

of the Being of a- God, than we are of doubt- 
ing of our own Exiſtence; as has been particu- - 
larly ſhewn upon this very Argument, by a 


Great and Learned Man of our own Nation. 


A barewsl-St'x:m0.8k. N 
things had; ace and, that whatſoever 
began he maſt. be derivid from ſomething 
ele + Now / hatever derives its Being from a- 


helenging tog its Being, from that other ; all 
the Powers it las muſt be deriv'd from ithe 
ſame Source. This Original then of all Being 


therefore this Eternal Being muſt alſo be moſt 
powerful. Again; Man finds in himſelf Per- 


Time when Thought began to be, or elſe 


2 -. 


hs * 


was a Time when there was no Thought; 
there could never have been any thinking Be- 
ing at all: For incogitative ſenſeleſs Matter can 
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Nothing can produce Something. This Eter- 


moſt powerful. Or in other words, There is 


an Eternal, moſt Powerful, and moſt Wiſe God. 


FTF 


well revolv'd this Argument in our Minds, and 


oubting 
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been committed to Writing, 


* 


Avith a full and univerſsl Teſtimony eo the 


1 sinken. 1 2 


But, beßdes thoſe who dif pute the Badu of 
God Himſelf, there are others, who {leaving 
this Fondation untduch d, wou'd! yet with-: 
draw us from the Stedfaſtnels of the Faith in 
Chriſt: Some of them leaving us to the Wild- 
neſs ahd Uncertainty of no Rule nor Lawgi- 


ver at all? Others, ( from whoſe Arguments I 


think there is Hot much to be ſtar' d) endea- 
vouring to eſtabliſh a 'tewd Impoſtor in the 
Throne of the Redeemer of the World. To 
both theſe we may oppoſe the Conſideration of 
all thoſe Miracles and mighty Works which 
were perform'd by olir Lord and his Apoſtles, 
in Confirmation of their Miſſion ; and which 
it muſt be confeſs d, do confirm their Miſſion 155 
beyond all Poſſibility. of Doubt, ſuppoſing theſe | 


Miracles were really wrought as is pretended: 


And this is a Fact Which not even 4 bittereſt 
Adverſaries of Chriſtianity had the Face to 
contradict at the Time, when, if there had 
been any Forgery i in this Matter, it might have 
been detected: T he Relations 'of which have 
by Men inſpired 
the Holy Ghoſt, and deliver'd down to us, 


Inas of them, by the whole Chriſtian Church, 
no one Perſon it any Age contradicting or dif 
puting. Theſe Conſiderations will be ſuffici- 


ent to arm'us againſt all the Aſſaults — thoſe 


who attack the Truth of Chriſtianity in gene- 
ral, and will keep us 2 rooted, and ow 
** d in our "yu holy — But 


$. +58 
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But, 2d, A Faithful Man is not only to 
tale Care that he does not wholy abandon or 


apoſtatize from the Chriſtian. Falch but he is 
likewiſe carefully to. guard. the great and mo- 


mentous Truths of it. This is that of: which 


St, Tas amen his Son Timor hy, in ſo ear- 
ghnaeſt and fo, repeated Exhortations, 

x, Tim. 1 14 To keep, the Faith without Spot 
th Ip 2 Wo unrebukably : ; to keep. thut which 
243. committed to his truſt; to hold 

faſt the. Form: of ſound Words, and to-keep that 
good Thing which was committed unto bin j 
and with the ſame Integrity to deliver it to faith. 
ful men, who might be able to teach others, It 
cannot be ſuppos d, that every thing relating 
to Religion can be of the ſame Value and Im- 
portance; ſome Things there are, which, be- 
ing in their own Nature alterable, may be va- 
ried at the Diſcretion of the Church, and may 
at divers Times be different, or at the ſame 
Time in divers Places, without any Injury to 


the great Foundation of our Faith. Such are 


the Rites and Ceremonies. of Divine Worſhip, 
and. the Diſcipline of the Church, in which | 
tho' a wiſe Man wou'd not willingly ſuffer, 
much leſs wiſh for any Alteration, without an 
apparent Neceſſity, becauſe of the Dangers and 
Diſorders which always attend ſuch Changes; 
yet he will never ſet à Value upon them, equal 
. to N a; the F oundarian it ſelf, - Fenn the 
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which as St. Paul expreſſes it, we 


Chriſtian Religion turns ; 
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Gold. and Silber, and precious Stoner, 


ach. 12. 


V Gui upon the Foundation, are T 
of leſs Worth and Moment than the Foundati- 


Her which ſupports them. I do not propoſe to 


give here a Catalogue of the Fond Do- 
Arives of the Chriſtian F aith; neither will 


there be any need of doing it, While we have 
the Word of God in our Hands, and know 


that as a Chriſtian cannot, without Contradiction 


to his Faith, believe any Thing contrary to it; 
fo. he is not oblig d to admit any Thing 25 
Matter of Faith, either beſide or beyond it. 


But ſtill there is one Doctrine which deſerves a 


particular Mention, becauſe it is the Hinge, as 


it were, upon which th 4 whole Body of the 

and that is, The wor- 
ſhipping: One God, tho One "Mediator Jefus 
Chriſt. For this is life erernal, o 


know the only true God, and Jeſus 0h v. 3. 4 


Chriſt whom be bas 'l ſent And as Tim i 
there is but one God, Jo there is hut 0 x 5 i 
one. Mediator berwees God and Man, he Mam 
Chrift Jeſus, who gave: himſelf a Rinſom for all; 


and therefore has alonel a Title to be the Ad- # 
vocate of all. Any Do&rines or Practices there- 


fore, wich tend turthe introducing: any other 


Object of Worſhip. beſides / the -One- Supreme 
God; or to the advancing any other Beings, of 
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how great Dignity or 


mefs ſoever, into a 
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belongs only to Jeſus Chriſt, are, with the ut. 


9 


hy every one who would approve himſelf, faith- 


ful to his God and his Redeemer: Fov it is evi- 


dent, that they are injurious to the Honour of 
both, and grate ſorely upon this Fundamental 
Article. But whether the Weight of this Wood, 


and Hoy, and Stubbs, is ſo great as to crack and 
even fink the Foundation it ſelf, is another Que 


ſtion, which I think there is at preſent: no Ne- 


ceſſity of deciding, L have formerly, on many 
other Occaſions, inſiſted at large on this Mat- 


ter 3 and if I have exprefs'd my ſelf in it with 
a Warmth and Zeal which I have not us'd on 


other Queſtions, it is becauſe the Importance 

of this, above all others, does require it. For 

1 am ii my Conſcience perſuaded, that the pray- 
ing to ox invocating Saints and Angels, as pra- 
Ais'd in the Church of Rome, does ſtrike at the 


Corner Stone, on which Chriſtianity is founded; 


the very Life and formal Eſſence of this Reli- 


gion conſiſting in_worſhipping One God, thro* 


one Mediator Jeſus Chrift, the good and merci- 


| 215) nt \ x fol Redeemer of Mankind, by 2obom 


12 FO 5 F. A alone. we: have .acceſs unto the Fa. 
ther. And for this Nala it is that J do, at 
this Lime eſpecially, mention it again with ſo 

much Care and Condcerh. © Thete are man 
other Dectrines of the ſame Church whic 
fox their Monſtrouſneſi and jmpiety do well de- 

ſerve to be conſider din 2 * 
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Expediencies are to be admitted: In 
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füthful Adherence to the Truths of the Goſpel ; 


but ſome of them (ſuch as Tranſubſtantiation) 
are of fuch a Nature, that either it would be 


an Affront to Men's Underſtandings to caution 
them againſt them, or elſe no Caution whatſo- 


ever will be to any Purpoſe : For why, on the 
one hand, ſhou'd it be ſuppos'd that Men will 
be ſo diſtracted, as to renounce both their Rea- 
ſon and their Senſes 2 Or if they ſhou'd reſolve 
to ds ſo in any Inſtance, How can it be ima- 


gin'd that they ſhou'd attend to or put in pra- 


ctice any Admonition? The reſt of their Do- 
ctrines which we ought to be aware of, are of 


too large an Extent to be handled in this Diſ- 
courſe. But there will be no Danger from any 


Corruptions of this Sort, if we bear in Mind 
the Fundamental Principle of the Proteſtant , 
that is, the Chriſtian Church : That the Ho- 
© Iy Seripture contains all Things neceſſary to 
e Salvation: So that whatever is not read there: 
in, nor may be prov'd thefeby , is not to be 
requir'd of any Man to be believ'd as an Ar- 
* ticle of Faith, or be thought requiſite or nes 


< ceſſary to Salvation 4 As our Church ex- 


preſſes her ſelf in her VIth Article. In all 
Queſtions of Faith therefore, the Scripture is 


the only ſupreme Standard or Judicatory, where- 


by they are to be try'd and determin' d; and be- 


fide this, no Suppoſitions, no Probabilities, no 
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Lam, and to the Tefimony, as the Prophet ex- 


preſſes it; by this alone we are to ſtand. or fall, 
Iheſe are, I ſuppoſe, the principal Heads of 
this Exhortation to Faithfulneſs in the Profeſſi- 
on of the Goſpel, and of the great Truths of 
the Chriſtian Faith. And great Reaſon there 
was, and ſtill is, to make this Exhortation, be- 
cauſe Error has, with carnal and weak Minds, 
that is, with much the greater Part of the 
World, an infinite Advantage over Truth; as 
the Crackle and Shining of Iinſel is more plea. 
ſing to Children, than the ſolid and ſubſtantial 

Excellencies of a nobler Metal. It is pompous 
and ſhowy, and attracts the Eyes and Admirati- 
on of ignorant Beholders: Confidence and Mul- 
titude is commonly on its Side; and Fools need 
no other Arguments to ſupport one another in 
it, than their own Noiſe and Numbers. Where- 
as Truth is the plaineſt and ſimpleſt Thing in 
the World; it abhors the lewd Dawbings and 
gawdy Dreſſes with which the other is ſet off; 
it is modeſt, and retires from the common View, 
and its Excellencies are taken Notice of only 
by careful and wiſe Obſervers. And indeed it 

requires great Probity of Mind, and Goodnels 

of Underſtanding (no vulgar Talents) to love 

Truth for its own dake. It is likewiſe; of a rt 

gid inflexible Nat ure, and will not be brought 

to bend to Men's Humours or Paſſions. Where- 
as Error eaſily accommodites it ſelf to ever) 
carnal Appetite ; it will enervate the Rigor of 

Es Wo as | __ eve- 
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eve Precept of the Golocks it will diſpenſe 
Pardon upon as eaſy Terms as even a Sinner 
himſelf; can with 5, and will enlarge the.narrow 
Gate, ſo 2s to receive Merv into Heaven, with 
all their Sins and Pollutions about them. Since 
the Caſe is thus, no wonder it has many! Fol- 
lowers and Votaries ; no wonder Men give a 
more ready Entertainment to ſuch comfortable 
Doctrines, than to the blunt Declarations of the 
Truth, which! muft be always telling them, 
that without. Holineſs no man ball ſes t he Lord; 
that the carnal Mind is enmity with: God: ,' and 
nothing defil'd or polluted can euter into the e 
dom of Haan "And therefare, "5" avy] 


adh. ThisExhortation to Fidelity in 2 Cui. 
ſtian Religion, extends it ſelf to our Practice, 
to our performing all the Virtues and Duties of 
the Chriſtian Life. For certainly if Fidelit7 
to our God and our Saviour fignifies any thing, 
it means that we ſhould obey them: If Con- 
ſtancy in the Chriſtian Religion be good for any 
thing, it. is that we may conform our Lives to 
the Holy and Divine Rules preſerib'd to us by 
it. For in reality, our whole Profeſſion of the 
Goſpel is in order to our Practice of it: And 
we are commanded to believe in Chriſt, for the 
fake of obeying his Precepts, and following his 
Holy Example. Nothing can be more pernici- 
ous to Chriſtianity than an e to ſeparate 
= : aith from good Works, which God and Na- 
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ture lave . ſo cloſely Join'd together, that to di; 
vide them is to deſtroy both: For as without 
Faith it is impoſſible: to pleaſe God 5 ſo bleſſed 
are they, and only they, who bear the ward of 
God, and keep it. It can ſcarce; T confeſs; be 
imagin'd, that any ſhou'd be ſo abſurd, and ſo 
ignorant of the Nature of Chriſtianity ; ; as to 
think, in good earneſt, that the Profeſſion: of 
the Gofpel brings no Obligations of Practice 
along with it; and that it is ſufficient for a 
Chriſtian's Salvation barely to believe in Chriſt. 
And yet, at the ſame Time, it muſt be; with 
Shame, confeſs d, that the generality of Chri. 
ſtians live as if they did really think ſo. They 
bleſs themſelves indeed that they are Chriſtians, 
and wou'd be diſpleasd with any one who 
 thould deny them 7 Character; but if we 
examine a little cloſer, we ſhall find that it is 
only the Name, the Title, which theſe Men are 


2 10 fond of: For their Lives and Converſations 


are ſuch, as, I do not ſay, are better than thoſe 
of Heathens ; but which ordinarily Heathens 
themſelves wou'd be aſham'd of. Where then 
1s the great Difference between theſe Two Sorts 
of Men, but that the Chriſtian is a very wick- 
ed Man, with a very good Name.; and the 
poor Heathen, perhaps, is a better Man than 
his Title promiſes him to be? It may be worth 
while to bring Home theſe general Reflections 
to our ſelves, and to conſider whether our living 
wong Men, from whom we are ſo N 
5 


5 
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Aſtinguiſſid by our Faith and n does 
not make us a little leſs careful than we ſhou'd 
be, to diſtinguiſh our ſelves from them by any 
thing elſe? Whether we take as much Care to 
1811 the Luſts and Corruptions of the Heathen, 
as we do to ſeparate our ſelves from their Name? 
Or, whether we do not huddle up I know not 
what general Satisfaction to our ſelves in the 
Denomination of Chriſtians, without being o 


ver ſolicitous whether our Lives are Chriſtian 


or Heathen ? It will be of great Uſe frequently 
to call our ſelves to this Account, to put. very 
ſeriouſſy theſe plain Queſtions to our ſelves: 


What is the *. Difference between the Hea- 
then and my ſelf? Am I more devout and pious 


toward God ? Do I more reverence his Holy 
Name, and tremble at his Preſence? Am 1 


more juſt and upright in my Dealings ? DOI 
more heartily love and aſſiſt my indigent Bre. 
thren than he does? Am I more meek and pa- 


tient, more chaſte and temperate, more con- 
tented and humble than he is 2 And if our 
own Conſciences cannot but condemn us upon 
this Enquiry, let us conſider how we ſhall be 


able to anſwer it to our Judge. Let us put 
our only Plea into our Mouths, and try how it 
will found, '' Lord, Lord, are we not called by 
thy Name . Have we not eat ani drunk in thy 

preſence 4 and haſt thou not taught in our 


Streets? We know before- hand what the Re- 


Py Will be to this Defence; Depart from we, 
1 know 
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I ow you not, „ J \ workers. of. iniquity... If 
| thereforethis/be' our Caſe |, if a can: ſay 
for our ſelves be but an idle aren de which 
has been over- rul'd already, aud which the 
Judge himſelf has told us that he Will not admit 

of z let us give over theſe abſurd Hopes, and ap- 


ply our ſelves to that which alone will ſtand 


us in ſtead; and let us faithfully and wiſely 


make uſe af thoſe Talents, which our Lord has 


put into our Hands; then f ſhall we be rewarded 
with, Well done thou ou wn; Faithful Ser- 
vant. j 

Thus 1 have repreſehited to you the Fi ide- 
lity requir'd of us in the Text, and the ſeve- 
ral Particulars or Inſtances wherein we are to 
i 1 1 come now to ſhew, 


240 , The "OE of chis Fine or "Ba 
great it ought to be; Be thou faithful unto 


Death. Which may be underſtood Two 
Ways: : Either be thou faithful, though thou 
wer't to dye for the ſake of rhe Faith, and to 
ſeal the Truth of Chriſtianity with thy Blood ; 
or elſe be thou faithful unto Death , that is, 
as long as thou liveſt. The former of theſe 
Senſes regards a violent Death. by Perſecution ; 
the latter, Death indefinitely, whether in a 
natural Way, or however it ſhall arrive. I 
will ſpeak very briefly to each of theſe. And, 
1ſt, We are not to be remov'd from our F ideli- 


* by" any Conſiderations, no, not by the Fear 
even 
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eren of Death it ſelf There is no doubt that 
this Exhortation has an immediate View to 
thoſe Perſecutions, which the Church of Snyrna 
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did now begin to ſuffer, and which were after- 
ward 10 ntifully pour d out upon it, chen 


angel of this Church, the great St. Poly- 
warp, do heroically ſuffer'd and receiv'd His 
Crown f Life in the Circus of this Place. 


1 is a Trial, which, bleſſed be God, we 


at preſent, in no Danger of being ex pos d 
ph » Tue Circumſtances of our Settlement in 
this Countr « Pre to free us from all Appre- 
henſions of it here And there will be no 
Dinger of it in our own. Country, as long as 

it ſhall pleaſe God to continue the preſent State 
of our Government to us. But if in puniſh- 
ment of our Rebellion and 1 and 
Unthankfulneſs for the unvaluahle Bletiinp of 
Security in our Religion and Liberties, God 


ſhall be even forc'd to pour out his Judgments : 
upon us, to remove our Candleſtick! to throw 


down the Wall M that Vineyard. which. he: bim- 
ſelf has planted, and to 11 in the wild Reaſie 


of the Field to dig it up, and dæuaur it: Sudh 


a State of Things muſt of Neceſſity bring ſo 


many other Evils and Miſeries along with it, 
that 2 Perſecution for our Religion will not be 


the greateſt of them: And in that Caſe, a wile 


| and good Man wu d be fo fat from. avoiding 


Perſecution, . that wethinks he wou'd be rather 
J Los to go out of the. World at almoſt any Rate 
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whatſoever, than live to ſee the Nut and De. 
ſolation 9 every Thing which makes Life it 
{elf valuable. But if ever this ſnou'd be out 
Lot, if ever it ſhould pleaſe God to call us to 
ſuffer for his Sake, we muſt ſtrengthen our 
ſelves in a faithful and patient Submiſſion for 
the Cauſe of God and of Truth; and muſt 
not at that Time baſely and perfidiouſly ſhrink 
from his Service, when he ſeems moſt con- 
cern'd to require it. And methinks to reſolve 
to ſuffer for their Faith, ſhou'd be no fuch 
ſtrange or difficult Thing to Chriſtians, who 
profeſs themſelves Diſciples of the Ctoſs 3. 


who know that their Religion was planted ih 
the Blood of its firſt Preachers, who have the 
Example of ſo many glorious Armies of Mar- 
tyrs, who have fought” this Fight before us; 
and who ought to look towards the Aut bor 
and Finiſher of their Faith, the Captain of their 


Salvation, who was made perfect through ſuf- 


ferings, It is, in a reaſonable Eſtimation , the 
| moſt infamous thing in the World, that almoſt 
every Body ſhould agree baſely to ſhrink from 
Danger, when their Conſcience, and their Ho- 
nour, and their God, call them to it : ; and yet 


that there ſhou'd be ſo many who hazard. their 


Lives for no Cauſe or Reaſon in the World: 
Nay, that there ſhou'd be vaſt Bodies and 
Numbers of Men, who ſet their Lives as it 
were, to Sale, for a little Honout and leſs Pay; 
and, at the Word of Command, run upon ap- 
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parent Deſtrudion almoſt without any. Re- 
uckanes: And yet that tile woft glorious Cauſe 
for which Mortals can tontend, back d with à 
Reward great and good, beyond our Wiſhes 201 
even our Imaginations, ſhou'd have ſo Tmall 
Influence'upon Mankind, that it ſbould be a 
Wonder, a Piece of News fit to be adir' 
and talkd of by almoſt all the World, 2 7 75 
one Man is 0 brave and faithful, 25 "to la 
down his Life for the Sake of God and of 
Truth. It is apparent, that, in other Caſes, 
Men do not Fut them, ho can; only 1 the 
Bay; but in this they 1 ready tg for- 
Ft, et. that there 1s any one ty 70 9 57 
th Soul an 1 5 in yo aue d can make 
light Afficrionf of his falthfa' Servants | n 
endure but 7 77 2 moment, work fe of they a far | 
more excge: ng and an eternal 926 or "A 
The other Senſe of the Exhortation, = 
be Faithful wnto Death, regards Death ide 4 
nitely, *howſpever it may befalt us; Lo tit it = 
means wp than being Fiichful' as long as | 
we live. f this, very little need be faid, 
becauſe if it b "our 95 0 to be ait ful, not- | 
| 290 ion which. gan be q 
made FN e 1 oſtpone even le q 
Fear of ald u Torments to pur Fidel | 
it is impoſſible there ſ{ron'd: be any Time's 
chene of Life whe lein we miy — 
fithfal. 1 Qiall cherefore paſs on ro tlie laſt "| 
Thing conta THAT Tex, Which is; I 
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, eee, 
The Inducement or | Encouragement , | * 
which our Lord here gives to be faithful umts 
Death ; I will give thee a Crown of Life, 
There is ſomething very emphatical in this 
Expreſſion, I will give thee. For as we ma 
obſerve, that in the Introduction to all thel: 
Epiſtles, our Lord is expreſs'd by ſome Cir- 
cumlocution of Circumſtance or Title; ſo here 
in the Beginning of this to the Church of 
Smprna, he is deſcrib'd by He that was dead, 
and is alive... 1 therefore who was my ſelf 
Tops, Feletfer unto Death; 1, who have re. 
A for my ſelf, 
but have alſo a Right of beſtowing it on all 
my faithful Followers; I, who went down to 
the Grave, and am thence ariſen, and. aſcended 
into the. bigheſt - Heavens ;, I aſſure you that 
Jou ſhall in like manner hither aſcend 3 1, who. 
_fubjeQed my (elf to Death, as 4 faithful High- 
_ +Prief, and am now exalted to be the Prince of 
. Life ; I will, with my own Hands, beſtow 
is Crown of Life 15 Jou. Follow my Ex- 
ample, and you ſhall certainly inherit my Re- f 
ward. Let not Death it ſelf deter you from . 
vour Fidelity, for I haue pluck d out the Sting 
of it;; I have conquer d and triumph' d over it 
for your Sakes; and 4 I am ſet deem on ny 
Father s Throne, ſo ſhall pon ſit down. on n 
Thus it is that the Captain of « 
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this, which we are at preſent poſleſd of ; is 
of ſo uncertain and flecting 4 Nature, and does 
of it ſelf fo every Moment haſten to its End, 


chat a wiſe aud Confiderate Man cannot much 


se en upon it. With how much Cir 
and with how many Arts and Shifts, do we 
ſcarce draw it out to a few Spins eagth? How 


dender is the Thread, How liable to be cut off 


in every. Point? And even ſuppoſing it extend- 


3 124% 62654” Se wh n' I | 
ed to its utmoſt Length, ſuppoſing us Bild 
even to Satiety with Living, yet if we conſi- 
der all the Periods and Stages into which this 


— 


Life is parcell'd and canton d out, How very 


fill a Matter is this mighty Thing which we 
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it is ſo poor a Remnant, ſo. miſerable a Pittance 


which remains, for all the Purpoſes, wherein 2 


nal Creat e ih, that tis no 
wonder the perfe: State of the at er World s, 


by xy of Oppoſition. ts emphatically Ri 


fe, There is anqther. Confideratign, which 
jvelily pepreſent . 
we, that I canpot help, taking Notice of it; 
which 1s, 'the perpetual Changes.and Varieties 
of Circumſtances we are forc'd to run, thro! in 
this Life. How N does the; State of 3 


. tion of his 
Affairs, ſo fortunately; meet. Pt F „ that 
he can ſit down eaſy, and contented in his pre. 
ſent Settlement, without looking after and at- 
tempting ſome. Alteration ? Some gay ProſpeR, 
fome Object glitterin : at a diſtance * blinds our 
| ae Eaſe and Happineſs we en- 
Joy, and males us fancy that we cou'd be more 
ee cer ee eee 
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there which gives Life a more ſmooth and plea- 


1 making the Experiment; and ſuch is the Con- 
dition of: the Things of this Life, not capable 
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ſing Current than the Society of Men of friend- 
ly Minds and gentle Manners ? And yet when 
Ve and Practice have endear'd us: tb eath | 
other, when we begin with Confidence to com- 
municate our neareſt Concerns, ahd mutually 
to mix our Joys / and our Griefs: When the 
little Ruggedneſſes of Newneſs are worn off by 

Ue, and we begin ſmoothly and eafily to join 

together: Then ſome Fancy or feme. Expedi- 
ence of Life, the Imagination of ſome Profit, 
or Honour, or Improvement] forces us to ſepa- 
rats again, and ſo id ek out New Places and New 
Friendſhips: And after a great many Changes, 
and a/ various Experience of Men and Things, 
perhaps our greateſt Advantage will be the ac- 
1 this one uſeful Piece of Knowledge, 
That we were as happy before; as any Thing in 
Leſſon of Life is to be quiet and eontente 

All this we generally know before: hand, and 
yet all of it is not ſufficient to hinder us from 


of giving us any Contentment, ort ſuch is the 
Unquietneſs of the Mind of Man, that com- 
monly nothing puts an end to our Ramblings, 
but the great and general Arreſt, which finds 
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But what Tongue of Men or of Angel ſhall 
ſet forth the Glories and Privileges of that 1 5 
Eiſt, with which He who was dead, and is * 
ur, ſhall: crown all his faithful Followers? 
A Life which we ſhall immediately enter upon, 


in the full Strength and Vigor of all our ſpi- 
ritualiz d Faculties: A Life which will perpe- 
willy flow from the Fountain of Immortality, 
without the Care and Need of any foreign 
Support. Wherein we ſhall meet again with 
all- the good and virtuous Men, whom we 
loved here 3; nor ſhall Time nor Accidents be 
ever able to ſeparate our Embraces. A Lig 
| crown'd with every Thing which Heaven it 
elf can beſtow to make it deſirable; which 
will ſatisfy and content even all our Wiſhes, 
and give us à perfect Aſſurance that we enjoy 
every imaginable Good: In à word, a Life 
which will know no End, either of Being or 
Happineſs. This is that Crown of Life which 
| Chriſt will beſtow upon thoſe who are faithful 
This is the ſum of the Exhortation in the 
Text, and this is the Encouragement to adhere 
to it; which I have at this Time more eſpecial- 
dy choſen to inſiſt upon, becauſe it has a gene- 
ral Aſpe& upon the whole ef the Chriſtian 
Religion, upon the Faith as well as the Pra- 
ice of Chriſtians. And as during the Courſe 
F my. Miniſtry in this Place, I have: endes- 
dur d to explain and inculcate both theſe, ono 
| * 1 


N S ERM ON. Fl 
with much Weakneſs and Infirmity , yet with 
| ſome Zeal-and- Sincerity); ſo l think I cannot 
better cloſe it up, than by teſtifying to you in 
this Manner, that this is the true Grace twbere- | 
in you ſtand. That the Reform'd Religion, as 
profeſs d in the Church wheteof we are Mem- 
. bers, p is that Very Chriſtianity which . Was 
_preach'd by. Chriſt and his Apoſtles ;, that very 
Doctrine to which our Lord does here in the 
Text exhort the Church of Syyrna to be faich- 
ful, and to her Fidelity in which he proſmiſes 
the Crown of Life. For tho” we call our ſelves 
the Proteſtant and Reform'd Church, to di- 
ſtinguiſn our ſelves from thoſe of Rome, yet 
we. mean no more by it than the Chriſtian 
Church, purg'd from the Corruptions and Abu- ' 
ſes which had over-run it, and reſtor d to ite 
primitive Truth and Purity. Every Thing | 
therefore which has been before ſaid of Chri- 
ſtianity in general, I deſire you to apply to this 
Church in particular, and to take along with 
you this infallible Mark of the true Church; 
That ſhe requires her Members to adhere to her 
no farther, nor otherwiſe, than ſhe her ſelf ad- 
| heres to the Holy Scripture, the Foundation 
and Pillar of Truth , that alone which ſupports 
and adorns any Chriſffan Church. In adhering 
to theſe Principles I truſt There will be miniſtred 
to us an entrance into the Kinsdom of God our 
Saviour, where being crown'd with the Crown 
of Life, we ſhall live and reign for ever and 
en Non: raped Wah 
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And now, ' Bretbren, I commend you to God, 
and to the Power of bis Grace, who is able to 


Full you up, and to give you'an Inberitance 


among all them that are ſan#ified He who ha 


call d you to his holy Covenant, and this bleſſes 
Hope, who can' ſtrengthen you, and do for 50 
"abundantly above all you can abt or think, com 
Peort your Hearts by Faith, and abliſh you i 


OO euny good Word and Work. Amen. 
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